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La Paz, department, Bolivia. The southern
part is mountainous, and contains the section
of the Andes known as the Cordillera Real.
The department has several of the highest
peaks of the continent, notably Illimani (22,-
500 ft.) and Illampu or Sorata (23,500 ft.).
Gold, silver, copper, and tin are mined; p.
736,985, five-sixths being Indians.

La Paz, city and de facto capital of Bolivia,
in the department of La Paz. It has an im-
portant trade in agricultural and mining
products and has railway connection with
the coast; p. 146,930.

La Perouse, Jean Fran?ois de Galaup,
Count de (1741-88), French navigator, was
born near Albi. In 1785 he was employed by
the French government to make a voyage of
discovery round the world in the Boussole
and the Astrolabe. After doubling Cape Horn,
and exploring the Pacific coasts and Macao,
and Hecker Island, making important discov-
eries from China to Kamchatka, he reached
Botany Bay.

Lapham, Increase Allen (1811-75), Am-
erican naturalist, was born in Palmyra, N. Y.
He published several volumes on the plants,
shells, topography, and geology of Wiscon-
sin, and Antiquities of Wisconsin (1855), an
investigation of the remains of a prehistoric
people in that State. He was one of those
who suggested the system of government
weather reports and helped organize the 'sig-
nal service' at Washington (1870).

Lapidary Work.   See Gems.

Lapis Lazuli, a mineral of opaque ultra-
marine or azure-blue color, used as a gem.
It is found either massive or in crystals in
granite and crystalline limestone, and is com-
posed of sodium, aluminum, silica, and sul-
phur. It is found in China, Persia, Chile and
Siberia.

Lapithae, in ancient Greek legend a people
who dwelt in the mountains of Thessaly. They
are referred to by Homer in his Odyssey, also
by Diodorus, Pausanias, Ovid, and other an-
cient writers.

Laplace, Pierre Simon, Marquis de
(1749-1827), the greatest of French mathe-
maticians, author of the Mecanique celeste,
was a native of Beaumont-en-Auge. Before
completing his 24th year he had signalized
himself by his discovery of the invariability
of the mean distances of the planets from the
sun. His researches embraced the whole the-
ory of gravitation; and he had the high hon-
or of perfecting the work of his predecessors.
fn 1796 he published his Exposition du sys-
teme du mondet a compendium of astronomy

in which he sets forth his famous Nebular
Hypothesis, a work considered one of the
masterpieces of the French language. In 1799
the publication of Traiii de mecanique ci-
leste brought him world-wide fame.
Lapland, a territory, having no political
existence at the present day, but so called
because it is the home of the Lapps. It may
be roughly described as the Arctic region of
Norway, Sweden, Finland and the Kola
peninsula, consisting mainly of mountain, for-
est, morass and glacial lakes. The climate is
severe for most of the year. The average
stature of the Mountain Lapps is from 5 ft.
to 5 ft. 2 in., and they are generally taller
than the coast tribes. Other characteristic
features are their small, elongated eyes, high
cheek-bones, snub noses, wide mouths, and
pointed chins, with little or no beard, and
thin, short legs. Their arrow heads were
sometimes made of iron, sometimes of bone.
Spears they used only for bear-hunting. Al-
though they have abandoned their religion
and many of their old customs, they mostly
live a nomadic life as hunters and fishers,
having large herds of domesticated reindeer
which are their chief source of wealth.
La Plata, city, Argentine Republic, capital
of Buenos Aires, province, 35 m. s.e. of Bue-
nos Aires, and 3 m. from Ensenada, its port
on the river Plate estuary. It has railway
connection with Buenos Aires. The city only
dates from 1882, and has grown with phe-
nomenal rapidity. It has well laid out streets,
spacious avenues and fine buildings, and is
the seat of the provincial government. It has
a university, observatory, and an excellent
museum. The leading exports are cattle and
agriculture products; p. (est.) 150,000.
La Plata, Rio de.  See Plata.
Laplata Mountains, a group of mountains
in southwestern Colorado, attaining an alti-
tude of 13,185 ft. in Mount Hesperus. They
are rich in gold, silver, and coal.
Lappenberg, Johann Martin (1794-
1865), German historian, was born in Ham-
burg. He is the author of valuable historical
works, notably Geschichte von England
(1834-7), continued by Pauli (1853-81).
Lappmark ('Lapp Marches')) the five
marches of Swedish Lapland, consisting of
Asele, Umea, Pitea, Lulea, and Tornea, with
an area of 44,667 sq. m. In the mountainous
parts, which include the highest Swedish
peak, Kebnekaisse, 7,180 ft., are the sources
of the numerous rivers of North Sweden
which flow into the Gulf of Bothnia, also
many lakes. The longest day lasts three